
Church of Saint Rita 

281 Bradley Avenue  - Staten Island, NY 10314 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019 

 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION MONDAY 
 

Fr. Eugene, Fr. Abraham and Fr. Challman will be hearing Confessions on Mon-
day, December 16th from 4:00pm to 8:00pm. Cardinal Dolan designated this 
day as “Advent Reconciliation Monday”.  All parishes in the Archdiocese of 
New York are expected to provide the Sacrament of Reconciliation for all the 
faithful.   

GAUDETE SUNDAY 
 

 Today is Gaudete Sunday, which means “rejoice.”  For three weeks now we 
have been preparing for Christmas and, one hopes, enjoying some peace to pray 
and anticipate the coming of the Lord, not just as a baby two thousand years ago, but 
also in the end-times when the Lord will come again in glory. 
 This is the Sunday when the rejoicing begins.  Advent, unlike Lent, is not a peni-
tential time, but a time of waiting and anticipation for the fulfillment of God’s promises.  
We will see the glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God” (Isaiah 35:2).  So, “Be 
patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord… Make your hearts firm, 
because the Lord is at hand” (James 5:7, 8)                                -J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.   



SERVED BY 
Rev. Eugene J. Carrella, Pastor 

Rev. Abraham Berko, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Stephen Challman, In Residence 

 

PARISH OFFICES 
61 Wellbrook Avenue ~ Phone: 718-698-3746 

Hours: Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 
Ms. Mary Grace Liss, Parish Manager 
Mrs. Deborah Williams, Music Director 

 

ST. RITA SCHOOL—S. I. REGION  
30 Wellbrook Avenue ~ Phone: 718-761-2504  

Mrs. Nicole C. Fresca, Principal 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Phone: 718-982-6948  (Wednesday: 347-283-1610 

Mrs. Mary Gillespie, Coordinator 

Welcome to St. Rita’s Parish Community 
  Please introduce yourself and register at the parish office.   We welcome  
 new parishioners to participate in the spiritual and social life of our church. 
Church Website:  www.stritachurch.net    School Website:  www.stritaschoolsi.org 

 

 
 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 
 4:00 Donna Marie Trezza O’Keefe 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15  
  8:30 Elizabeth Gault 
10:30 Thomas P. Lynch, Jr. & Sr. 
12:30  Connie & Frank Calabrese 
  6:00 Madeline Crupi 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16 
 7:00 Dr. Paulino V. Albano, Jr. 
 9:00 Correa - Rodriguez Family (Living) 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17 
 7:00 Mary A. Dulski 
 9:00    Luigi, Maria & Frank Romeo 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18 
 7:00 Desmond Gillespie 
 9:00 Christian Buffa 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 
 7:00    Kwan Chong Seng 
 9:00 Jeannine & Thomas LaVerde 
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 
 7:00 Quan Chong Seng 
 9:00    Theresa & Joseph Luongo 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 
 9:00 Luka Joseph Family (Living) 
 4:00 Robert McCarthy 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22                               
  8:30 Ron Liss 
10:30 Gerald Pieroni 
12:30 Lawrence Isler 
  6:00 Christine Brannigan 
      Tree of Life Call the  Parish Office 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Evening: 4:00pm 
Sunday: 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm, and 6:00pm 
Monday to Friday: 7:00am and 9:00am  
Saturday: 9:00am 
Holy Days: Please refer to the bulletin or website 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturday from 3:00pm to 3:45pm,   
First Sunday of the month after the morning Masses  
and by appointment. 
 

BAPTISMS 
Second & Fourth Sundays after the 12:30pm Mass. 
Baptism class for the parents is held on the  
Second Saturday of the month at 5:00pm by appt. 
 

SICK CALLS  
Please call the Parish Office to arrange Communion 
Calls and Hospital Visits. 
 

MARRIAGES  
Must  be arranged six months in advance.    
Couples must see a priest to secure a date.  
 
OUR LADY OF GOOD HEALTH NOVENA 

First Saturday of the month after the 4:00pm Mass,  
reception following in Church Hall. 

SAINT RITA NOVENA   
Tuesdays after the 7:00am and 9:00am Masses 

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA    
Thursdays after the 7:00am and 9:00am Masses 
 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Mondays 7:00pm in the Parish Center. 

ADULT CHOIR 
Adults sing every Sunday at the 10:30am Mass.   
Rehearsal Wednesdays at 7:00pm in Church Hall.  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
Children sing every Sunday at the 8:30am Mass. 
Rehearsal Wednesdays at 5:15pm in Church Hall.  

LORD’S FLOCK 
First Friday Mass at 8:00pm in the Chapel. 
Third Friday Prayer Meeting at 8:00pm in Chapel. 

ST. RITA’S LADIES GUILD 
First Tuesday of the month at  the 9:00am Mass,  
meeting following in the Parish Center. 

ST. RITA’S ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
First Monday at 7:30pm in the School Café. 

stritasports@gmail.com 
ST. RITA’S BOY SCOUTS 

Fridays at 7:30pm in the Parish Center. 



  

ALTAR BREAD 
Week of December 16-22, 2019  

In Loving memory of Ralph Brech 
Requested by Marie Brech 

MEMORIALS FOR THE ALTAR BREADS 
We are accepting Memorials for the Altar Breads used for daily and Sunday Masses.  The cost is 
$50 per week; the week begins on Monday and ends on Sunday. You can memorialize the living or 
the deceased.  It can be a remembrance of a birthday, wedding anniversary, death anniversary, or 
just to remember a loved one. The Memorial will be published in the weekly bulletin. This gives us 
the opportunity to keep our loved ones in prayer, as well as help our parish financially. 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 2019 
 

VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS 
Tuesday, December 24, 2019 

3:40pm – The Children’s Choir will sing Christmas favorites. 
4:00pm – Family Mass  

11:30pm – The Adult Choir will present Christmas selections. 
12:00am– Solemn Mass at Midnight 

 
 

MASSES FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 
Wednesday, December 25, 2019 

10:30am & 12:30pm 
There will be music at both Masses on Christmas Day.  

(There will be NO 8:30am & 6:00pm Masses.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD 
The feast is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Tuesday, December 31, 2019 
 4:00pm 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020 
 10:30am & 12:30pm 

(There will be NO 8:30am & 6:00pm Masses.) 



 

 
ST. RITA'S 100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
 

The opening celebration for our 100th Anniversary year will begin on Sunday, 
October 4,  2020 at the 12:30pm Mass, followed by a barbecue/picnic on the 
grounds of Nansen Park in Travis. It will be catered by "A Taste of Honey".  
 

The closing celebration will take place on Saturday, October 9, 2021 at the 
4pm Mass celebrated by Cardinal Dolan, followed by a cocktail hour and din-
ner reception at 7pm at the Hilton. More information to follow. May St. Rita 
continue to guide and guard our Parish!  

               Saint Francis Catholic Singles, for those in their 30s, 40s, and 50s, will host their  
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER & SFCS FINAL FAREWELL GATHERING 
on Friday December 20, 2019 at 7:30pm at Bella Vita Cafe, 1919 Hylan Boulevard, Staten Is-
land, NY 10306. Come enjoy a delicious four course meal, and celebrate Advent, Christmas and 
18+ years of SFCS with friends, old and new, as they say farewell to a wonderful group.  Please 
make the $45 check payable to CASH, and mail by December 15th  to St. Christopher Parish, 
130 Midland Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10306, Attn: SFCS Christmas Dinner. Sorry, no pay-
ments accepted at the door. Fb/StFrancisCatholicSingles, or email sfcssi@gmail.com.  

The Staten Island Right to Life Committee is sponsoring the  
 

ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE AND MARCH FOR LIFE  
IN WASHINGTON, D. C.  

 

Friday, January 24, 2020 
 

Departure will be from Sacred Heart Church 
981 Castleton Avenue after the 6:00am Mass. 

 
Join us for the grace-filled  pilgrimage  on behalf of vulnerable human life 
as we commemorate the 47th Anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the tragic Su-
preme Court decision legalizing abortion.  This will be the first March for 
Life since the passing of the devastating Reproductive Health Act last 
January. This is an opportunity for us as New Yorkers to make a pilgrim-
age on behalf of life, praying for our state and our nation. 
 
The NY Pilgrim Mass will be celebrated by Cardinal Dolan at St. 
Patrick’s Church, 619 10th Street, Washington, D.C. at 10:30am,  
in walking distance from the start of the Rally!! 

  
Cost of the roundtrip bus is $40.00 per person, 
which includes a rail fee and tip for the bus driver. 

 
To reserve a seat on the bus or for additional information,  

contact Elise DeSimone (Right to Life Committee) at 917-525-7139. 



St. Rita School presents its annual  
Christmas Spectacular Performance 

 

 
 
 

“St. Rita School’s Living Nativity” will be performed by the 4th and 5th grade stu-
dents, followed by Christmas Carols performed by grades 1,2, and 3 and a special 
Christmas performance by our school band, accompanied by Ms. Lynn Truncale. 

 
Please join us on Friday, December 20, 2019  

at 7:00pm  
in the school auditorium. 

 

Admission fee will be $5.00 per person  
(This fee will be used toward our School’s Air Conditioning Fund) 

 

Entrance will be on Bradley Avenue. 
 

Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year! 



Start the New Year with a night out with those you love 
and for others who need our love and your prayers…  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A true story from the memoirs of Abby Johnson, a former Planned Parenthood Di-
rector, is one of the most  powerful films of 2019 that every young woman, young 
man along with their parents must see! This film is rated R because of one graphic 
scene.    

 

Friday, January 3, 2020 at 7:00pm                     
CHURCH OF ST. RITA                                    

281 BRADLEY AVENUE - GYMNASIUM 
(Doors will open at 6:30pm)   

                                    
FREE ADMISSION FOR ALL HIGH SCHOOL***AND COLLEGE STUDENTS   

***Anyone under the age of 17 MUST be accompanied  
by their parent or legal guardian.*** 

 
SUGGESTED DONATION IS $10.00  

Tickets can be obtained before the film or  
in advance online at http://morningrising.showclix.com  

 
For more information please contact Paul Lemma at 718-938-4478   

or email 40daysSI@gmail.com  
 

All Proceeds will go to 40daysforlife.com   



Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

LIGRECI FAMILY
718-448-6000 • F: 718-876-9733

www.thestaaten.com
697 Forest Ave., Staten Island, NY

Caterers

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

825775 St Rita Church (B)

HEATING • AIR-CONDITIONING
VENTILATION
OIL • GAS
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
24-HOUR SERVICE

(718) 761-2300

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

800-566-6150  • www.wlpmusic.com

Saint Margaret Sunday Missal

Readings • Reflections • Prayers
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

Designed to be

through 2030Your Personal

Prayer Companion

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term

Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!
Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.



Family Owned & Operated for over 50 Years

Matthew Scamardella & John Scamardella, Owners
Michael H. Scamardella & Christopher L. DeLuca,

Licensed Funeral Directors

2508 Victory Blvd. ◆ SI, NY 10314  (718) 761-5544
www.matthewfuneralhome.com

OUR LOCATION IS EASILY ACCESSIBLE
FROM ALL STATEN ISLAND BRIDGES.
One block from SI Expressway / Victory Blvd. Exit

Our costs will meet your needs.

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Practicing in Elder

Law, Estate Planning,

Probate, Estate and

Trust Settlement and

Business Planning

885 Huguenot Avenue, Staten Island, NY
Tel: 718.354.8646 • Fax: 718.354.8647

www.leporelaw.com

THE LAW OFFICES OF

CARING MATTERS

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch at 1-800-524-0263

Formerly
known as:

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
1289 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10302

Phone 718.442.9047 Fax 718.795.1991
Funeral Directors

Robert M. Cherubini • Amanda C. Vaphides
Kenneth A. Decker

Treasurer
Thomas F. McInerney

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

825775 St Rita Church (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

Van Alphen Bros.
Commercial * Residential

Concrete * Asphalt * Brick Work
Cultured Stone / Steps / Walls
Pavers / Driveways / Sidewalks

Chimneys / Waterproofing
Free Estimates (718) 273-3961

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

A & C Superette
884 Manor Rd., Staten Island, NY 10314

(718) 761-0900 • Fax: (718) 761-2710
Fine Meats Cut To Order • Boar’s Head Cold Cuts
Hot & Cold Catering • Fresh Fruits & Vegetables

www.acsuperette.com
“From our kitchen to your home for over 30 Years” Anthony Fazzino

905 Forest Avenue
Staten Island, New York 10310

Walter J. Stiering
President

www.minkelsafeandlock.com

(718) 442-2626

Freshly Made Donuts

www.donutworldsi.com 884 Manor Road • 718.477.2777

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Available For Lessons in the

Privacy of Your Home

Levels 7–12

Spanish Reading, Writing,

Grammar and Conversation

$50./hr.

Awilda Garcia Campbell
Cell # 347-446-6053

SPANISH TUTOR

GOLDEN GATE
REHABILITATION & 

HEALTH CARE CENTER

191 Bradley Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10314

Tel: (718) 698-8800
Fax: (718) 698-8809

www.goldengaterehab.com

Take Your First Step Toward
a Successful Recovery

Services include:
• Newly Renovated Rehabilitation Gym
• Newly Renovated Short-Term 

Rehabilitation Unit
• In-House Hemodialysis Bedside
• Respiratory Therapy
• IV Therapy   • Post Surgical Care
• Pain Management   • Wound Care
• Hospice   • Long-Term Care

Securitas NOW HIRING
on Staten Island, F/T-P/T

positions available.
Must be 18yrs of age or older, HS Diploma
or GED required. Security guard license a

plus (will train). Must be computer
literate, must have documentation to

prove that you are eligible to work in U.S.

All interested must apply online
www.securitasjobs.com

Licensed by NYSDOS EOE/M/F/Vet/Disabilities

WHY IS IT

A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor

brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste

washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes

drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee

drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car

and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE

believing it doesn’t pay.

Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
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